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to circumscribe the radius of the discussions, so that the discus-
sion of every single problem will lead to some conclusion, and
ultimately, on the basis of those conclusions, we can shape the
future of the party.
With reference to the method we want to follow in this
Camp, I may make a few observations regarding our party and
the principles which are to guide its activities. Exactly six years
ago, to be precise, on the 20th of May 1940, we held a Camp-
also in Dehradun. The results of the deliberations of that first
Dehradun Camp were published in the form of a book called
"Scientific Politics*". I believe that book came to be regarded as
the guide for all our activities. But we do not believe in revealed
wisdom. We do not believe that the whole truth is revealed to
anybody at any given time. Experience is the only source of
truth which is revealed to man progressively. What is believed
to be truth on the sanction of certain experiences, may not cease
to be true, but may no longer be the dependable guide for our
activities after some time. From time to time, we must test the
truth, which has guided us previously. It must be thrown in the
crucible of experience gained subsequently. On the basis of that
experience, our knowledge must be broadened, our minds clari-
fied and a greater truth discovered.
The first Dehradun Camp met in a very critical period, not
only in the history of our party, but it was one of the most critical
periods of the history of the whole world, The historical signi-
ficance of the first Dehradun Camp was that the very few people
in our country who realised the magnitude of the crisis assem-
bled there. Perhaps all of them did not have that consciousness
from the very beginning, but the realisation dawned on most of
them in course of the Camp, If the first Dehradun Camp had
not resulted in the foundation of our .party, the fact alone that
a handful of people realised the magnitude of the crisis which
overtook our country stands to the credit of those who assem-
bled there. AH of them have not politically survived the inter-
vening six years. Not many of them aie here. But I remember
every one of their faces, which at that time bore expressions of
doubt, incredulity and even indignation. It was a rather excrucia-
ting intellectual and emotional experience for all of us. It will not
'in any way belittle the signifiance of that Camp or dishonour